Parking Codes in Texas
H
ow some residents park
their cars in Block House
Creek has long be a subject under
discussion among neighbors who
object to other neighbors blocking
sidewalks, extending the front of
their vehicles into the street, or
parking against oncoming traffic.
Block House Creek is not the only
area experiencing this problem as
related by WCSD.

T

he Williamson County’s
Sheriff’s Department is
committed to ensuring the safety
and well-being of all. Recently,
authorities have responded to a
number of citizen complaints regarding illegal parking in
neighborhoods. The most common issues are concerning
automobiles blocking sidewalk access or being parked in
the opposite direction of traffic.
Following the issuance of parking warnings or citations
from police, some residents have indicated either that they
were not aware that state parking laws and ordinances
apply to the neighborhood setting or do not understand
why these laws are enforced at all hours.
While those concerns are certainly understood, safety
comes first. When a vehicle blocks a sidewalk, it forces a
pedestrian or bicyclist—in many cases, a child—to venture
into the roadway to get around the automobile. When a
driver parks in the opposite direction of traffic, the vehicle
must cross over into oncoming traffic to arrive at and
depart from that spot. Regardless of the level of traffic,
this still presents a risk to the violator and to unsuspecting
drivers and pedestrians.

Highlighted for you here are
sections of the Texas Penal Code
which address the most common
parking issues.

Sec. 17.04.011:
Prohibited Parking Areas
Where No Signs Are Required

No person shall stop, stand,
or park a vehicle, except when
necessary to avoid conflict with
other traffic in compliance with
the law, or to obey the directions
of a police officer or traffic
control device, or if the vehicle is
located in a designated parking
space, in any of the following locations:
1. On a sidewalk or obstructing any portion of such
sidewalk;
2. Adjacent to the roadway side of any vehicle stopped
or parked at the edge or curb of a street. The vehicle
must be oriented in the correct direction of travel
and parking is not otherwise prohibited on the street.”
Additional parking regulations related to Section
17.04.011 are available to you on the Association’s
website, www.blockhousecreek.org.

F

ailure to abide by the codes can be expensive in more
ways than one, an outcome most of us don’t want
to face, whether it’s financially, injury related, or worse.
Together, we can maintain safe streets and pedestrian
walkways in our community by simply complying with
the law. n

lock House Creek amenities
began with the vision of a land
developer back in 1978 when the
Block House Municipal Utility
District (MUD) was created. The
first-class parks and recreational
facilities that resulted are likely
some of the things that attracted you
to this area.
Block House MUD owns and maintains all
of the parks, pools, trails, and other amenities
throughout Block House Creek. The parks are
open to Block House residents for our enjoyment from
dawn to dusk. A copy of the Park Rules and Regulations
may be obtained from the District's General Manager,
Crossroads Utility Services, at www.blockhousemud.com.
Recreation tags for access to facilities are only available to
Block House MUD residents and can be obtained at either of
the pool offices when open. Guests are allowed to enjoy the
facilities with you as long as the rules are followed.
MUD's website has all the information you need to

reserve the Walker House, the two pools, the Jumano
Community Center, pavilion, and practice fields. If you
haven't already, become familiar with MUD's website.
Links along the top of the web page will help you find
exactly what you are looking for. A reservation
and payment of a usage (rental) fee is required
for the Walker House, Jumano Community
Center, private pool parties, and the practice
fields as set out in the rules.
Block House Creek’s strong
sense of community contributes to
building long-lasting relationships
and park amenities bring friends and
families together. The MUD Board
of Directors hopes you enjoy the
District's parks, pools, and amenities.
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Where do you fit in?

BHC! ONE Great Community!
O

P

lease do not hesitate to contact the General Manager,
Crossroads Utility Services at 259-0959 with any
questions you have concerning reserving and using
Block House Creek amenities. n

705 House Creek Drive
Leander, Texas 78641

When the Car’s in Park...
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opportunity, here is your chance to serve
your neighbors.
Volunteers are also needed to serve on the
Board of Directors, especially “people persons” with
business acumen. It is important that those elected
to serve our community be able to work with a diverse
constituency and make well-reasoned decisions on behalf
of the community as a whole. Is this you? If so, please
consider serving your neighbors as a director.
If you are interested, or think you might be, in serving
on the Nominating Committee or Board of Directors,
please contact Ken Soule, ksoule@austin.rr.com. n

BHC! One Great Community!
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ven though it seems early, your Board of
Directors is preparing for the 2012 Annual
Meeting scheduled to be held in early April.
In 2012, it will be necessary to fill two
Board positions.
Your help is needed! We hope you will consider
becoming a member of the Nominating Committee.
This committee will meet early in the year, discuss the
parameters of the committee’s task, get the word out that
we are seeking candidates, and conduct interviews. The
Nominating Committee will only be active for about three
months, so if you are interested in a short term volunteer
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Nominating Committee in Formation
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Available to Us All...

Block House Creek Owners Association • www.blockhousecreek.org

Your Help is Needed...

ur oldest daughter recently joined a community
service organization in the neighborhood. After her
first meeting, she was so excited to display the badge she
earned. It focused on being nice, kind, fair, and honest. As
I reflect on what makes Block House Creek (BHC) such
a wonderful community, my thoughts return to our
daughter’s recent lesson.
We have 1,128 homes within BHC OA. We have
another 980 homes in the non-OA section of BHC.
I’m sure you all realize it is a challenge to have
five people agree on something, let alone 1,128
residents on issues such as deed restriction
enforcement, spending priorities, or
even defining what “building a sense
of community” means. We all have
our own definitions based on life
experiences and priorities. Still, if we
all stick to the concept of nice, kind, fair, and honest, we
will be the community others look to for best practices that
succeed in building a sense of community.
I have heard from many residents. I have walked door
to door and visited neighbors face to face to discuss what it
means to them to build a sense of community. Some say it’s
the many fantastic events. Some believe it’s the parks and
other “tangible” amenities—the soccer field, the benches
along the three-mile loop, the items they can touch with
their hands. Some say it’s both the events and the feeling
they get when they drive through neighborhood and see
the same couple walking the three-mile loop, plastic bag in
hand, picking up trash as they go. Some say it’s the feeling
they get watching residents of all ages walk, run, bike, or
stroller walk the three-mile loop. Some believe it’s knowing
your neighbors and feeling confident someone will be there
when you need help repairing a fence, picking up hazardous
debris, or just lending a kind helping hand.
I say a sense of community is all that and more. Yes,
it’s things we can touch, but, more importantly, it’s those

things we cannot touch with our hands but can grasp with
our hearts... listening to neighbors share how they joined
the softball team, met some great neighbors from just down
the street they had never crossed paths with before... having
over 140 residents come out on a busy Saturday—
even though they had just 24 hours notice—to
learn about fire danger... a dozen residents,
strangers to one another, who went
home-to-home helping neighbors
gather fire hazardous debris for disposal
at Jumano Park... residents bringing
picnic baskets to the 4th of July event,
complete with watermelon and great
games, to meet and greet neighbors...
watching a car pull over to help a little one
who has fallen off her bike.
I take great pride in Block House Creek as do many of
you. My thanks to those who long ago helped create BHC,
to those who play an ongoing role in shaping and enhancing
our community, to those considering playing a more active
role, to the volunteers and committee members, and to
all who participated in Softball, Harvest Fest, 4th of July,
Babysitting Clinics, Smoke Out Crime BBQ Cook-Off,
Light Up the Night, Bike Safety, Teen Night Out, Gun Safety
classes, Block Parties, National Night Outs, Easter Egg
Hunts, and to all 1,128 homes for helping develop, share,
and strengthen a strong sense of community in Block House
Creek. I am honored to be a part of this community. Let’s all
strive to be kind, nice, fair, and honest with each other.

P

lease stay in the know about additional communitybuilding activities through your newsletter, your website,
and Facebook. Where do you fit in?
President
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Mark Your Calendar for...

Smoking Out Crime!

he time is fast approacing! We
can almost hear the Christmas
carolers, the jolly laugh from THE
MAN in the red suit, the bells
jingling from a far away hay ride.
Some of us even think we can smell
the peppermint in the air, taste
the cocoa from a cup of warm hot
chocolate, see the lights dancing in
the moonlight from the luminaries lining the streets and paths through the
park. Yes! It’s almost that time—Cocoa Christmas and Light Up the Night,
scheduled for December 17th this year.
Your Association is beginning to line up sponsors for our Second
Annual Light Up the Night event. It is exciting to announce that OA
and MUD will work together this holiday season to help create a most
memorable event for our families! Mark your calendar:

his year's National Night Out was equally as fun
as always! What a great experience! Great friends!
Great food! Great activities for kids, parents, and the
Block House Creek community at large—all focused
on the theme "Smoking Out Crime". It's not possible
to thank residents who served as hosts enough. Nor is
it possible to extend enough thanks to our Williamson
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National Night Out 2011!
T

County service authorities for making their personnel
and vehicles available to all for educational conversation,
vehicle tours, and descriptions of the kinds of protection
they make available to us all on a non-stop basis.
If you were unable to take part, we hope you will in
2012. We also hope you will work with your Association
as a host. You’ll be glad you did! n

December 10th—Christmas Light Judging for the best outdoor
decorating, lights and all, in Block House Creek!
December 17th—Light Up the Night!
December 17th—Cocoa Christmas at the Walker House!

udging outdoor decorating will be taking place a bit earlier this years
so that winners can be marked on a map that will be handed out at
Cocoa Christmas. Light Up the Night will be expanded through some
of the trails in the park near Walker House as well as along the three-mile
loop. With more sponsors, participants are happy to line additional streets
in the community.
More sponsors? I might be interested, but does it cost me to support
a section of luminaries? Absolutely not! Save your cash for gifts for the
family. The Association will provide the bags, sand, lights, and signage.
All that is asked from a sponsor is to commit to placing 150 luminaries
along the established routes between 10 AM and 4 PM on December 17th.
Come Sunday, December 18th, sponsors will need to swing by, pick up
their luminaries, and drop them off at the designated station. Each sponsor
will receive recognition in the Association’s newsletter, on the website, on
Facebook, and on a large banner to be hung so as to be highly visible during
Cocoa Christmas! Let us hear from you... www.blockhousecreek.org. n

A Few Anti-Bullying Techniques
W
W

rinkled Wanda. On chart paper, have the
ho am I? This activity centers on something that
participants trace an outline of a full bodied person.
happened to me from the time I was in the 6th
Once the outline has been traced, have them write unkind, grade until I graduated from high school. My name is Jim.
rude, and disrespectful statements that could be made to
It became endearing to some to call me Jimbo. I really
another person all over the outline, like, “You’re a loser.
didn’t mind, until they began calling me Bo. I accepted it,
Nobody likes you. You are dumb.” Identify the
but down deep wished folks would just call me Jim.
drawing as a girl named Wanda. After Wanda
None meant harm, but my parent’s, teachers,
is completely filled with a variety of negative
friends, coaches, all called me Bo. I didn’t
comments, have the participants crumple
have the heart to tell them I didn’t like it.
the drawing, and then un-crumple it. Post
Once in college, I made everyone aware
the wrinkled drawings around the room.
that my name was Jim. Often, teachers
Explain that they are examples of what
and others call students by names they
negative comments can do to a person
heard other students use and may not
who is bullied. Bullying comments can
be aware that they may not like the name.
destroy a person’s self image and often leads
Address kids/students by their actual
to a defeated body language in the victim.
name to avoid leveling the ground and
Next have the participants do the
jeopardizing authority. Remember, Beaver
drawing again. This time write as many positive
Cleaver’s teacher called him. “Theodore.”
comments on the drawing as possible... “You did
Have participants write down on a sheet of paper
such a nice job”, or “I enjoy
names they were called
your friendship”. Fill it
when younger or may be
Bullying in Block House Creek
with really nice comments.
called now. Once done,
Your Association has launched a communication effort
Cut this drawing out, but
have them crumble up the
designed to raise awareness on the issue of bullying, “Block
don’t wrinkle it. Post the
paper and throw it in the
Bullying in Block House Creek”. As a part of the launch, kids
drawings around the room.
trash, an indicator that they
were asked to contribute their thoughts on bullying. Special
This person is no longer
will never be called this
thanks to Hannah for sharing her tips with us. n
wrinkled Wanda. She is
name again. Next have the
now just Wanda. What is
participants write down on
the difference? Have the
another sheet of paper what
How to Handle a Bully
participants get into base
they want to be called as
When a bully comes and bullies you, don't bully them back. It
groups and discuss how
an indicator that this is my
is wrong and that would make you a bully. Nobody likes being
they would introduce this
actual name. n
bullied. It is not fun. If you get bullied, here are some tips.
lesson to their kids. Invent
If bullies are bullying you with words, first, try ignoring
variations on the activity
Jim H. Burns is an inspirational
it, like it’s not happening. If some bullies see you don’t care
educational speaker best
that would be helpful.

T

Lock ‘Em Up!

Vehicle Vandalism!
I

t has recently been reported that a vandalism spree
took place in Block House Creek. Eight to ten cars
were broken into. All of the vandalized cars were
unlocked. Residents! If you are unable to keep
your cars in your garage, please lock all doors.
Protect yourself against vandalism! If such an event should happen
to you, your first action should be to contact the police. Your Association
would also appreciate you letting us know as soon as possible so your
situation can be shared across communication venues and help keep other
residents from becoming victims. n

From Renowned Expert Jim H. Burns...

Be watching your website, www.blockhousecreek.org, for arrival of the National Night Out Photo Album!

he Toothpaste
Activity. Ask a
volunteer to come to
forward. Place a strip of
masking tape on the length
of the table. With a tube
of toothpaste, have the
volunteer run a bead of
toothpaste the length of the
masking tape. Now ask that
the toothpaste be put back
in the tube—can’t be done,
an example of how hurtful
words once spoken cannot
be taken back. Bullies say
hurtful words and need
to know the impact their
words have on their victims.

about what they are doing, they’ll move on.
If that doesn’t work, you should try talking to them.
This doesn’t always work, but some bullies bully because
they had something bad happen to them. For example, they
were always bullied when they were younger.
If ignoring them doesn’t work, and talking to them
doesn’t either, then I would go to an adult, say a parent or
a teacher. They probably have had it happen to them. They
could go and talk to them.
If you are not being bullied mentally, but physically, that
is a different story. If they are punching you or something
like that, you need to go to an adult right away. They could
really hurt you if you don’t. Do not be afraid to step up and
tell someone.
If bullies bully you, use these tips. They will help. You
should never bully a bully. I’m not saying to not stand up for
yourself. You should but not in a mean way. If you figure
out your bully, you could help them.
From Hannah

known for his presentations on
Bullying, Motivating Disaffected
Students, Diffusing Power
Struggles, and The New 3Rs
in Education. Jim works as a
teacher, administrator, and an
accomplished college instructor
teaching graduate level courses
in Cooperative Discipline,
Disability Awareness, Brain
Compatible Methods in the
Classroom, and Teaching and
Learning through Multiple
Intelligences. He hosts his own
radio show on blogtalkradio
called “the dad talk zone” which
is designed to help dads and
parents regain the surrendered
ground given up to permissive
parenting. Jim shares valuable
information for educators and
parents alike on his website,
bullyproofclassroom.com.

